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Elachistine larvae are leaf miners, with almost all species of Elachista feeding on grasses and sedges. Known larvae of the smaller genera Stephensia STAINTON, Perittia and Urodeta feed on a wide variety of dicot plants such as Lamiaceae, Asterales and Caprifoliales. However, the larvae are unknown for most of the species of Perittia and Urodeta. The pupae are usually exposed, sometimes in a fold of leaf, and are characteristic, with camouflaging lateral and dorsal, longitudinal ridges and with regard to the way in which they are attached to the surface: by silk woven on the cremaster and a silken girdle, reminiscent of papilionid and pierid butterflies. A special feature of the pupae are the so-called lateral condyles in the abdomen which prevent lateral movement of the pupa. 





The Elachistinae are composed of four genera (KAILA & SUGISIMA 2011):
-	Urodeta, a pantropical genus with the highest known species diversity in Africa;
-	Perittia, a cosmopolitan genus with the largest known species diversity in South America – in Africa species both north of Sahara, and in southern Africa;
-	Stephensia, a small genus with holarctic distribution, one neotropical species known; 










Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Western Cape, Cederberg Mts., Algeria, 22.-24.XI.2008, LF, leg. Ebert, Mey & Kühne; 1 ♂, same locality and data, L. Kaila prep. 6165; 1 ♀, South Africa , Western Cape, Cederberg Mts., Algeria, 2.X.1997 leg. W. Mey; 1 ♂, RSA, Western Cape, Villiersdorp, Wolf-kloof, 26.II.2014, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6168. 






Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Western Cape, Villiersdorp, Wolf-kloof, 26.II.2014, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6167, 1 ♂, same locality, 26.II.2014, undissected.






Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Western Cape, Villiersdorp, Wolf-kloof, 28.XI.2013, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6170.





Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Eastern Cape, Camdeboo Mts., Graaff-Reinet District, Farm Onbedacht, 32°10´20´´S 24°04´50´´E, Wet[land] slope, Alt. 1250 m, 15.II.2003, leg. D. M. Kroon, L. Kaila prep. 6172.





Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Western Cape, Cederberg Mts., Algeria, leg. W. Mey, 18-22. X. 2007, L. Kaila prep. 6166; 1 ♂, South Africa, Graaff-Reinet, Asante Sana Game Farm, 5-14.XI.2012, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6171.





Material: 1 ♂, South Africa, Western Cape, Waaboomskraal, north of George, 27.II.2014, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6169.

Remarks: the species is close to the preceding one and has a similar facies. Its phallus lacks the cornutus, and the dorsally-directed sac on the median plate of the juxta is smaller and wider.
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Material: 4 ♂, South Africa, Gauteng, Magaliesburg, 25-26.XI.2017, LF, leg. W. Mey, L. Kaila prep. 6173.
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